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Clicks Billiards is hosting a golf tournament April 19, 2010 and donating the 
proceeds to DSPTC!!  This will be the twelfth annual Clicks Billiards Golf Tour-
nament; it is to be held at the Texas Star Golf Course in Euless, Texas with a 
shotgun start at 1:00 p.m.  DSPTC self-advocate 
Lyndon LaPlante is set to speak and play golf, 
much like he did at the 2009 Our Special Heroes 
Golf Classic.  To show our appreciation to the 
players, DSPTC would like for some of our kids 
(8 and up) to help clean off playersô clubs as they 
come in off the course.  If you are interested in 
taking part this way, please e-mail Sheila Crafton 
at volunteer@dsptc.org and plan to arrive at 5:30 
p.m.  The tournament will conclude with a play-
ersô banquet and raffle at Texas Star.  For more 
information, go to www.Clicks.com/Speeds and 
click on ñGolf Tournamentò on the left-hand side. 

  

 
Self-advocate and golf  

enthusiast Lyndon LaPlante 

12th Annual Clicks Billiards Golf Tournament  
 

Names DSPTC as Beneficiary!  

HELP DSPTC GET FREE PUBLICITY FOR THE  

2010 TARRANT COUNTY BUDDY WALK!!  

 

Ft. Worth, TX Magazine (donated a full-page ad for the Tarrant County Buddy Walk 
in 2009) marks the 10

th
 anniversary of its annual ñBest Ofò issue this year.  To cast 

your vote for the Tarrant County Buddy Walk, go to http://fwtx.com/survey.php, scroll 
down to ñTarrant County:  Best Annual Fund Raiser: Arlington,ò and enter ñTarrant 
County Buddy Walk.ò  Online voting is now open and runs through April 8.  The win-
ners will be revealed in the June issue and thereôs a ñBest Ofò party scheduled for 
June 4 at Casa Manana. 

mailto:volunteer@dsptc.org
http://www.clicks.com/Speeds
http://fwtx.com/survey.php
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Please Note:  The content of this newsletter is provided for informational purposes only and is 
not a substitute for medical or other professional advice.  The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints 
expressed herein are those of the individual authors and do not necessarily represent those of 
the DSPTC directors, members or editors. 

DSPTC  

Contacts:  
 
President: 

Marilyn Tolbert 

president@dsptc.org 

Vice Presidents: 

Amber Holmes, Socials  -  

amberdholmes@gmail.com          

Victoria Sagebiel, Education -  

mutti.victoria@yahoo.com  

Treasurer: 

Newley Spikes,  

nspikes@a-animal.com 

Secretary: 

Jean Jewell, 

bjewell784@aol.com 

Committees 

Directory: 

Jennifer Mearns  

Jennifer@dsptc.org  

(address/phone number 

changes) 

New Parent Packets: 

Teresa Koch 817-924-0360  

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Sheila Crafton -                

volunteer@dsptc.org 

Social Events Chairpersons: 

Pool Party - Amy Smith - 

achks@hughes.net 

Holiday Party -  Chair Needed 

Down Syndrome Clinic: 

Rhonda Hawkins               

817-293-0246  

Sunshine/Angel Food: 

LeighAnn Haferkamp 

hafrkamp@sbcglobal.net 

6-12 Play Group: 

Coordinator Position OPEN 

Teen & Adult Activity Leaders: 

Kim Marshall - 

TMarsh414@aol.com 

Jean Jewell -  

bjewell784@aol.com 

Yahoo E-mail Group: 

Marla Westbrook -   

momof4js@mac.com 

Newsletter: 

Jennifer Mearns 

Send info to: 

dsptcnews@hotmail.com 

(Deadline on the 15th of 

each month!) 

Website Contact: 

Andy Crim -                        

thecrims2@yahoo.com 

Our Special Heroes Golf  

Classic Chairman: 

Newley Spikes,  

nspikes@a-animal.com 

Hispanic Outreach: 

David y Laura Pabon 

817-210-7054  

dopabon@gmail.com 

TARRANT COUNTY ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF PEOPLE WITH  

INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES  
 

DSPTC has stepped up to be a part of the newly formed Intellectual and Developmen-
tal Disabilities Needs Council of Tarrant County.  This council was formed by The Arc 
of Greater Tarrant County and Mental Health Mental Retardation of Tarrant County 
with the leadership, support and endorsement of Tarrant County Judge B. Glen 
Whitley and Fort Worth Mayor Mike Moncrief.  Its vision is to facilitate the develop-
ment of a flexible, dependable, accessible and coordinated network of service and 
support options that will: 
 

¶ Bring stakeholders together so their efforts will be unified, coordinated, focused 
and more effective 

¶ Identify community problems and recommend solutions that encompass the 
Councilôs vision 

¶ Increase public understanding and acceptance of children and adults with IDD 

¶ Promote opportunities for people with IDD to participate fully in their community  
 

The first membership meeting was held on January 20, 2010, with fifty people in at-
tendance.  Some had attended a kick-off luncheon; others had heard of the Council 
after the luncheon and wanted to join the effort.  An Executive Committee has now 
been formed, four committees have started meeting, and the Amon G. Carter Founda-
tion has committed $50,000 as seed money.  DSPTC Board Member Jean Jewell is 
representing DSPTC. 

Thanks and kudos to Kim Mesa for her work 
as editor of DSPTC News!  For more than 
two years, Kim did a great job informing 
readers of upcoming workshops, chronicling 
the success of DSPTC events, sharing ac-
complishments and milestones achieved by 
the children and adults with Down syndrome 
we exist to serve, and more.  She ushered 
DSPTC News into the electronic age with 
the e-newsletter.  The February e-newsletter 
was Kimôs last to edit.  THANK YOU, Kim! Kim Mesa and Lucas at the  

2009 Buddy Walk  
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Booking for Down Syndrome Education Internationalôs 

Austin Education Conference Now Open!  

 
Down Syndrome Education International is continuing its popular and highly rated Down 
Syndrome Education Conference with a new event in Austin, Texas coming up May 6-8, 
2010.  This conference offers high quality, evidence-based guidance and information for 
professionals and families covering motor, cognitive, social, language, literacy and nu-
meracy development from birth, presenting up-to-date overviews of current knowledge and 
illustrating evidence-based, effective teaching techniques and approaches for people with 
Down syndrome.  Save up to $165 per delegate by booking by March 26, 2010.  For more 
information, go to www.downsed.org, scroll down, and click on ñBooking opens for Austin 
and Dublin Education Conferencesò on the right-hand side. 

 

Down Syndrome Education Conferences offer:  
 
¶ Targeted in -depth training A selection of accredited two-day ñIn Depthò tracks provides 

comprehensive training and skills development for teachers, teaching assistants, educa-

tional/school psychologists, speech and language therapists/pathologists, other health 

and education professionals and families seeking detailed information. 

¶ Essential information and guidance A selection of one-day ñEssentialsò tracks gives 

families and professionals an overview of the key issues and illustrate effective ways to 

support development at home and at school. 

¶ Age-specific tracks Age-specific tracks over one and two days provide detailed informa-

tion focused on the early years (birth-5), primary/elementary school years (5-11) and sec-

ondary/high school years (11-16). The available tracks may vary at different conferences. 

¶ Speech and Language track A special two-day track for speech and language thera-

pists/pathologists, provides the latest information and advice on promoting the speech 

and language development of children with Down syndrome. 

¶ A comprehensive program A full and comprehensive program covers motor, cognitive, 

social, language, literacy and numeracy development from birth through teenage years. 

¶ Evidence -based advice from experts Our conferences are presented by experts from 

Down Syndrome Education International. 
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http://www.downsed.org
http://www.downsed.org/en/gb/conferences/tracks/in-depth/
http://www.downsed.org/en/gb/conferences/tracks/essentials/
http://www.downsed.org/en/gb/conferences/programme/
http://www.downsed.org/en/gb/conferences/tracks/in-depth/speech-language/
http://www.downsed.org/en/gb/conferences/programme/
http://www.downsed.org/en/gb/people/
http://www.downsed.org/en/gb/people/
http://www.downsed.org/en/gb/people/


P A G E  5  

 D S P T C   N E W S  

Ɂ)ÜÚÛɯ+ÐÒÌɯ8ÖÜɂɯƖƔƕƔɯ ÞÈÙÌÕÌÚÚɯ/ÈÊÒÌÛÚ 
 

It is often preconceived ideas, attitudes, and human barriers that affect everyday life for an individual who has a disabil-

ity.  In addressing those barriers through positive awareness efforts, fears, negative attitudes, and old stereotypes can be 

replaced with knowledge and understanding needed to create communities that welcome and celebrate diversity.  
 

While The Arc of Northeast Tarrant County promotes awareness throughout the year, we ask for your support during 

the month of March. There is strength in numbers and power in knowledge. The theme Ɂ)ÜÚÛɯÓÐÒÌɯ8.4ȵɂ encourages 

people to recognize similarities and celebrate diversity. With your support we can accomplish our commitment to create 

opportunities for persons who have intellectual and developmental disabilities to be included in their communities and 

to make their own choices, which affect their lives.  
 

(ÍɯàÖÜɯÞÖÜÓËɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÊÖ×àɯÖÍɯ3ÏÌɯ ÙÊɯÖÍɯ-$3"ɯɁ)ÜÚÛɯ+ÐÒÌɯ8ÖÜɂɯƖƔƕƔɯ ÞÈÙÌÕÌÚÚɯ/ÈÊÒÌÛȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÚÌÕËɯÈÕɯ$ÔÈÐÓɯÛÖȯɯ 

arcnetc@att.net.   

The Arc of Northeast Tarrant County Invites You to Join Us for the   

Screening of the documentary film: Including Samuel . 
March 23, 2010 ɟɯƚȯƗƔɯ×Ôɯ- 8:30 pm 

North Richland Hills Library  

9015 Grand Avenue ǐ North Richland Hills, Texas 76180 
 

New Hampshire photojournalist Dan Habib rarely thought about inclusion before he had his son Samuel eight years 

ÈÎÖȭɯ-ÖÞɯÏÌɯÛÏÐÕÒÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÐÕÊÓÜÚÐÖÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯËÈàȭɯ'ÈÉÐÉɀÚɯÍÐÓÔɯIncluding Samuel examines the social and educational in-

ÊÓÜÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯàÖÜÛÏɯÞÐÛÏɯËÐÚÈÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯÍÐÓÔɯËÖÊÜÔÌÕÛÚɯÛÏÌɯ'ÈÉÐÉɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàɯÈÚɯÛÏÌàɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÖɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯ2ÈÔÜÌÓɯÐÕɯ

all facets of their lives, a journey that transforms all of them. Including Samuel also features four other families with 

varied inclusion experiences, plus interviews with dozens of teachers, young people, parents and disability rights ex-

perts.  
 

#ÖÕɀÛɯ,ÐÚÚɯ3ÏÐÚɯ.××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛàȵɯ 
/ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÕÛÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÓÌÈÝÌɯÐÕÚ×ÐÙÌËɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÞÈÛÊÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ'ÈÉÐÉɯÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàȭɯ ÕɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎɯÍÐÓÓÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÖ×ÌȮɯÐÕÚ×ÐÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ

ÈÕËɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙàɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯàÖÜÙɯÓÐÍÌɯÈÕËɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÓËɀÚȵɯɁ(ÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯ2ÈÔÜÌÓɯÐÚɯËÌÌ×Óàɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓȭɯ(ÛɯËÌÈÓÚɯÕÖÛɯÖÕÓàɯÞÐÛÏɯÐÕÊÓÜɪ

sion in school and the community but with the challenges of successfully including a child with severe disabilities in family liÍÌȭɂɯ~ 

Boston Globe 
 

If you would like to join us for refreshments, the film, and thoughtful discussion, please call (817) 834 -7700 or send an 

email to: arcnetc@att.net to RSVP.  
 

Editorôs Note:  This is a great documentary filmðcatch it if you can! 

March is Developmental Dis ABILITIES  Awareness Month  

mailto:arcnetc@att.net
mailto:arcnetc@att.net



