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Please Note: The content of this newsletter is provided for informational purposes only and is
not a substitute for medical or other professional advice. The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints
expressed herein are those of the individual authors and do not necessarily represent those of
he DSPTC directors, members or editors.




Twenty -five to thirty
people gathered at
Mayfield Park on March 6,
which was a beautiful day
to enjoy the accessible
playground that recently
opened in Hurst. It was
also a wonderful
opportunity to get to know
each other better. Check
www.dsptc.org or the
DSPTC egroup for the
next play day.

Photos courtesy of DJ Faul.
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RIDERS WANTED!

DSPTC is pl anning i ts second
@ Wheel sEé6 (LTTW) c-85nP010 aitdhe Univerdityof

Texas at Arlington. LTTW is a program designed to teach
65 individuals with disabilities how to ride a conventional two
L\/SE THE TRAINING wheel bicycle @ approximately 80% of LTTW participants can

w H E E L S successfully balance and pedal 40 feet on a two -wheel bike
by the end of the weeklong program. There will be a
mandatory informational parent meeting on July 10; a parent

or guardian also must be present dur i ngminata seksiond &Cysd is $1756

participant for individuals who have Down syndrome and $150/participant for individuals

who have other disabilities. For more information, visit www.dsptc.org (click on the

OEducationd tab) or c e390t2970 or jednder@dspfc.erg. at 817

Only 35 spots available!

WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY

~ 3 Multiple DSPTC families took advantage of the opportunity to celebrate

gl \World Down Syndrome Day on March 21st by purchasing t -shirts created by
DSPTC members Jorge and Kim Mesa of JK Custom Apparel & Marketing
Designs. Designed by Paul Kearney (JK artist), the approximately 50 t -shirts
helped raise awareness in different ways. Mackenzie Nees, Emme's older
sister, wore her World Down Syndrome Day shirt to school and the teacher
sent her mom an e -mail reading, oLt was
great! During Sunshine and Clouds today, Kenzie stood and told all about
her sister, her shirt, and what it all meant. She did a
great job!" Mackenzie's mom "love[s] that she had
the opportunity to advocate to her class for her sister
and others!" Tracey Morgan said, | had people all
day asking about them! ! §hirts$
are to be donated to DSPTC. (A few shirts are left.
== Contact Kim at kjmesa@hotmail.com if interested.)
Emme Nees WD S D

purposes ot o promot
understanding of Down syndrome, and to mobilise support and recognition of

the dignity, rights and well being of people with Down syndrome across the G
Wor | d. dvww.Wwbilddawhsyndromeday.org for more information. A

Daniel Morgan
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Malyn Bannister, International Junior
Miss Texas Teen and 17-year -old sister
of Colby Bannister, had dreamed of
putting on a Special Needs Pageant
for three years. Last summer, we
were finally able to locate a group
that would donate use of its facility,
Hillside Community Church. Malyn
has worked non -stop since June to
make this pageant a reality. The First
Annual Special Needs Miss
Sweetheart Pageant was held
February 26 at Hillside

Kalli has talked about it~ Community Church in Keller.
all week! It was so much
fun to watch Kalli enjoy

herself and look so  \We had 14 contestants ranging

confident on stage! She :
had fun  and  looked in age from one year to 21

beautiful and it was a joy years. The contestants five

to see my daughter  yearg and under competed in
along with the other

beautiful girls shine for OPrett y on Pi n k 6 fu J ”? I
the night! fi Lisa Wells Party Wear . 0 e speélazs(h ‘{mg Ss T anQ)rﬁ
years and older each had a because when | was pregnant
five -minute private interview with Hannah and found out she
. . had Down syndrome, my
with  the JUdgeS and also dreams of her being in a
competed I n oPr e Phamekayt werg mrushePbllbUh k 6
\ thanks to y e was a
an d 0OFormal /Part mapy(yémadsh
Optional competitions were fi NaChole Rabel

also offered for additional
awards (continued on page 6)
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It was a night of great talent, beauty

and grace. We had a full house with
standing room only. More than 125
people came to enjoy this first -of-its-
kind pageant i n Tex
competition included a cheer routine,
dance routine, singing and piano

pl ayi ng. 0Costumebod
Supergirl and Rapunzel. Every
contestant was given two goodie bags and won a

crown and banner. Admission was free, but donations

were accepted at the door.

This pageant was probably one of

the most moving experiences | have
ever had in my lifetime and | am over 50.
If you were there, you were touched by
these contestants. | was approached by
* men who were crying; they were so
touched by these beautiful young
ladies. The contestants will be making
appearances; the first will be at the
Special Olympics Area 11 Opening
Ceremonies at UTA on April 29.

A Rhonda Bannister (rbanni7478@sbcglobal.net)

It was such a great
time. My husband and
I were so inspired by all
the girls and thankful
that there were so

many families and
strangers that loved
| my baby girl

| unconditionally as we
, do.

fi Ashlee and Yates
Malone
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It was wonderful!  Kristin was
giddg cadll utdee day a f
home. She has been telling
everyone that she won the
pageant! She wore her sash

and crown to school on

Monday and to church on

Sunday. We really enjoyed

seeing Kristin having so

much fun. i Jean Jewell
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O APPREGIATING DOWN SYIIIIIWM[

DADS APPRECIATING DOWN SYNDROME GROUP TO MEET!

Los Vaqueros

(in the Fort Worth Stockyards)
2629 North Main Street
Fort Worth, TX 76164
817-624-1511

Tuesday, April 26th at 6:30pm
RSVP to Patrick Bierle at pbierle@gmail.com

| \(Z

If you would like to learn more about this community of fathers of children who have Down
syndrome, who come together to share insights and experiences, and who want to help
create a better environment for their children with Down syndrome as well as for their
typically developing children, please come to the April 26th meeting at Los Vaqueros. RSVP

2nd Annual
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