
 

the kind of lives DSPTC envisions for all people 
with Down syndrome 

Lyndon LaPlante, 23, enjoys a full life as a self-advocate, golf enthusiast, assistant 
quarterback coach, and public speaker. Lyndon began playing golf about four years ago 
through Special Olympics Unified Sports®. This program matches a person with a disability 
with a non-disabled player. Lyndon was matched with Bill Pearcy, with whom he still plays. 
Lyndon has played in the last two Our Special Heroes Golf Classics and also played in the 
Clicks Billiards 12th Annual Charity Golf Tournament on April 19, 2010, which benefited 
DSPTC. In addition to playing, Lyndon also spoke at the Clicks Billiards 12th Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament as well as last yearôs Our Special Heroes Golf Classic.  Lyndon and Bill are 
set to play at this yearôs Our Special Heroes Golf Classic on June 14, and Lyndon will again 
make a speech during the players banquet. Lyndon has also been asked to participate in the 
Inaugural Research Down Syndrome Charity Golf Classic on June 17.   
 
If you have seen Lyndon play, you will have noticed his penchant for dressing like Payne 

Stewart. Lyndon researched golf on the Internet when he first 
began playing and decided to dress this way  ñbecause of the 
memories of the history of golf.  He [Stewart] always looked so 
sharp.ò 
  
In his senior year at Keller High School, Lyndon ran a 99-yard 
touchdown for the Keller Indians. He was interviewed by Derek 
Castillo from Channel 5, Ted Madden from Channel 8, and Tim 
MacMahon from The Dallas Morning News, among others. He 
was also honored in the Texas House and Senate for this great 
football run, and Governor Rick Perry requested an 
introduction. LaPlanteôs run was read into the Congressional 
Record by the Honorable Michael C. Burgess on November 15, 
2005. Keller High School Head Coach Kevin Atkinson provided 
Lyndon the opportunity to participate in the game. Kevin 
tapped Lyndon to be equipment manager in his freshman year 
and assistant coach in his sophomore year.  In both his junior 

and senior years, Lyndon suited up with the team, attending every practice, spring practice, 
and summer camp.  Since he graduated, Lyndon has served as assistant quarterback coach 
for the Keller Indians.   
 
Kevin, Lyndon, and Genni LaPlante, Lyndonôs mom, spoke to Genniôs education class at TCU 
on April 21, conveying a strong message of the power of inclusiveness, the importance of 
teachers finding and nurturing the good in each and every student, and the unexpected, far-
reaching effects such actions can have. Lyndon and his mom have taken their inspiring 
message to other groups as well; Kevin joins them as his schedule permits. 
 
Lyndon dreams of coaching at TCU, but since Kevinôs son, Colton, has requested that Lyndon 
coach him in football, Lyndon is committed to Keller High School until Colton graduates.  TCU 
will have to wait for six years. 
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